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A statement from the Josh Tenorio & Tina
Muna-Barnes Campaign

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 26, 2026

The remarks made by today’s event emcee were hurtful, inappropriate, and do not reflect the
values of the Josh Tenorio and Tina Muiia Barnes Campaign.

We apologize to every person with a disability, to their families, and to everyone who was hurt
by those remarks.

Joe Meno has accepted full responsibility for his words and has issued a public apology.

For Josh and Tina, respect, dignity, and inclusion are not campaign slogans. They have guided
their hives and their public service. Tina Mufia Barnes served as Deputy Director of the
Department of Integrated Services for Individuals with Disabilities, working alongside
individuals with disabilities and their families. Josh Tenorio has long championed investments
that help people with disabilities live more independently in their own homes and communities.

That is why today’s remarks were so disappointing. They have no place in this campaign.
To everyone who was hurt, we are sorry. We will learn from this moment, and we will continue

this campaign in a way that reflects the dignity, compassion, and respect that every member of
our community deserves.
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